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1. Detween 21 and 27 dugust 1950 the Drandis (M 52/E 3.) airficld was occupied by a
nexirnm of 20 jet fighters with swept-baclk wings, six conventional two=seater
fichters, =nd two biplanes, all parled outside the hangars., % An estimated 300
nen vore stotioned at the field.

2, Flights vere made with 5 jet fighters on 21 sugust 1950, 7 jet fighters on 22 August,
ond 1 job fighters between 9 2.m. and 11230 pem, on 25 August. Defore the flying
started 11 tank trucis, a fire trucl, an ambulance, 2 radio trucks, and another
truck were placed in position on the castern section of the rumray. The jet fighters
were towed to the take-off point by prime movers and a cormand car ad were fueled,
Shortly afterward the pilots started the turbines by aircraft batteries and gene-
rators. As soon as the turbines were ruming the fighters taxied to the take-off
point, The plmes, usually taking off in elements of two, went about 1,500 meters
before lecaving the ground. They immediately retracied their landing gears and
asserbled over the ficld for formation {lights which lasted between 35 and LO minutes,
After landing at a speed of about 230 lm/h the aircraft taxied back to the take-off
point where they were refueled and checked. This took avout 40 minutes. The planes
were then ready to talie off again, 3¢

3, Two guns of stout 20 mm caliber, and suspongion devices for light bombs were identi-
fied under the fuselages of the jet fighters with swept=back wings. Witk The pitot
tube was on the right wing. Each plenc had an antenna rod. The field was very
strongly suarced by sentries and patrols.

*@g&r%@_j_t_, The exact nusber of jot planes at Drandis airfield is not known.

Teditional jot fighters were possibly parled in the hangars. 1t is conspicuous that

no conventional fighters were seen, It is believed that all LA=9s of the figher
reciment previously used were exchanged for jet planes. The tro-seater planes are

robably Yal-lls.
**| |Commnt° The flying activity indicates that the jet planes are not towed

5 the filiing station but refueled fromt ank trucks; that they apparently take
off without a long engine warmsups that the rumvay length used is umsually large,
the average length being about 1,000 meters; that the flying time of jet  plamss
has apparantly not changed. The averace flylng t;he of jet fighters without an
extra tak is about LS mimttes. RN gy _
lsnes had a suspension device for
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